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Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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H0-536 
Timber lea 
Ellicott City 
Private circa 1906 

Timberlea, designed in the Queen Ann Style, faces east on 
the the west side of Columbia Pike 3/10 of a mile south of its 
intersection with Route 29. 

It is a five bay wide, three bay deep, two and a half story 
high, hipped roof, shingled house, resting on a stone foundation, 
with central second floor oriele window and wide brick chimney 
placed in the central south side of the hipped roof with a square 
brick chimney set into the central north side of the roof. 

Fenestration is often vertically aligned, proportionally 
scaled and double hung, holding six-over-six lights. This is 
augmented by varied lighted and diamond shaped casements. 

Windows are flanked by flat pilasters, underlined by flat 
projecting sills, surmounted by flat lintels and decorated with 
green shutters. 

Originally the northeast corner of the house held an open 
porch, which was enclosed to provide a new dining room east of 
the kitchen. 

At one time, a part of the Home Farm of the late Caleb Dor
sey, known as "Dorsey Hall'', it passed through the Dorsey family 
to Reuben Dorsey Rogers in 1881, who conveyed this part of the 
property to his daughter, Eugenia Rogers Smith in 1906, who built 
the house. 

From 1912-1914 it was occupied by Judge John Clark and his 
wife Ada, while they were constructing their home on Old Columbia 
Pike. 
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CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Timberlea faces east on the west side of Columbia Pike, 3/10 of 
a mile south of its intersection with Route 29. 

It is a five bay wide, three bay deep, two and a half story high, 
hipped roof, shingled house, resting on a stone foundation, with central, 
intersecting gable roof (running east-west)1 second floor oriole window 
and wide brick chimney placed in the central south side of the hipped roof 
and a square brick chimney set into the central north side of the roof.-

Fenestration is often vertically aligned, proportionately scaled, 
and double-hung, holding six-over-six lights. This is augmented by varied 
lighted and diamond shaped casement windows. 

Windows are flanked by flat pilasters, underlined by flat, 
projecting sills, surmounted by flat lintels and decorated with green 
shutters. 

THE EAST ELEVATION 

The east elevation holds a central rectangular entrance, flanked 
by double-hung windows holding twenty four diamond shaped lights-over-one 
large light, and surmounted by a one light transom. 

Seven wide flag stone steps, flanked by an iron railing lead to a 
one story high, semi-enclosed hipped roof open porch, supported by nine 
doric wooden columns and two half columns resting on the shingled base 
wall, which runs along the entire east elevation and half of the south 
elevation. Two first and second floor, vertically aligned, proportionally 
scaled, rectangular, double-hung, six-over-six windows rest on the two 
south bays of this front facade. The north-side of the facade is similar 
but holds a rectangular ten-ten light, centrally placed first floor french 
door. 

The second floor of this facade holds a projecting, gabled roof 
oriele window, which holds a double rectangular window, each component 
similar to those windows which flank the first floor, central bay entrance, 
except each component holds forty diamond shaped-over-one rectangular 
shaped lights, underlined by a single flat sill, decorated by double green 
shutters, and surmounted by two rectangular three-over-three light, double
hung windows, underlined by a single flat sill. 

THE SOUTH ELEVATION 

The south elevation is varied in form by the previously mentioned, 
one story high, hipped roof porch, supported by nine large stone piles 
which runs along both the entire east elevation and east half of this one. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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In addition a one story high, pent roofed, bay window takes 
up the west half of this elevation, creating variety and interest. 
It holds a tripartite, diamond shaped, heavily mullioned casement 
window, each section separated and flanked by pilasters, underlined 
by a flat wooden sill. Each rests side by side, holding thirty-two
thirty-two diamond shaped and triangular lights. Above rest two 
second floor, six-over-six light, double-hung windows. 

A first floor rectangular, five-five light, french door, 
surmounted by a one light transom and flanked by flat pilasters rests 
in the east side of this wall and enters the open porch. Six wide 
wooden steps on the west lead to the porch. Above rests a second 
floor, vertically aligned, six-over-six light window. 

THE WEST ELEVATION 

The west elevation holds one three light basement window and 
a cellar door on the north side of this elevation's stone foundation. 
First floor windows are varied. The two South bay double-hung windows 
hold eighteen-over-eighteen diamond shaped and triangular lights. 

The central first floor bay holds two windows; that on the 
south side a large rectangular six-over-six light double-hung window; 
that on the north side a small rectangular one light window. Above 
these windows on the second floor rests a similar window on the south 
side and a smaller four-over-four light, double-hung, rectangular 
window on the north side. 

The end bay of the first floor is taken up by a one story 
high, shed roofed addition, connected to the garage at the northwest corner. 
It holds four light, rectangular entrance doors in its west and south 
walls and an additional one-over-one light window in its south wall, 
west of the entrance. A tall square brick chimney rises from the 
center of its shed roof. The south side of this garage-vestibule at 
one time may have served as a summer kitchen. 

THE NORTH ELEVATION 

The north elevation holds two horizontal rectangular three 
light windows on the west side of its stone foundation. This stone 
foundation is found only on the west side of this wall, with one 
stone pile at the northeast corner of the building. This was at one 
time the support for an open porch at this corner of the house, which 
has since been enclosed and created into a lovely paneled dining room 
with exposed square ceiling joists. 

Four first floor, rectangular, six-over-six light windows rest 
in this elevation with three similar, second floor windows above. Those 
in the first two west bays are vertically aligned to those below . 
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A central, shed roofed attic dormer, holding a two light, 
horizontal rectangular window rests above, similar in every respect 
to that located on the south elevation. 

A one story high, shed roofed, shingled one car garage-
ki tchen vestibule is constructed off the northwest corner of the 
building, holding six light double, rectangular entrance doors on its 
east elevation. 

THE INTERIOR 

The interior features a central hall and staircase, with 
double pile organization of the rooms at either side. 

A wide brick chimney rests on the south wall of the hall, 
while the living room and original dining room (now a pine paneled 
den and living room respectively) hold original corner mantle pieces, 
which are flanked by flat pilasters and surmounted by flat architraves 
and relatively simple straightforward mantle shelves. The square brick 
chimney on the north side or kitchen area now serves the heating unit 
for the house. Originally it served a kitchen stove for the kitchen, 
which was and is located in the northwest corner of the house. West of 
the hall a pantry once linked the kitchen and dining room. This now 
serves as a lovely first floor bath with the entrance to the dining 
room now closed to provide more wall space for the present living room. 

The paneled dining room, once an open porch, now takes up the 
north east corner of the house, which has been enclosed for this purpose. 

The house originally was designed in the Queen Anne Style and 
though the first floor corner porch has been enclosed to provide a more 
uniform facade, the varied lighted windows and the various bay, dormer, 
and oriele windows of the house maintain the basic integrity of the 
Queen Anne Style. 

The interior features random width pine floors and cross 
paneled interior doors. Door and window frames are composed of 
fluted pilasters and lintels, with square corners decorated with 
circles. 
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-!SOTHER ISPECIFYI 
Local History 

Timberlea is significant architecturally to Howard County and the 
State of Maryland as an example of an early twentieth century shingled 
house, constructed in the Queen Anne Style and historically significant 
to Howard County through its associations with "Dorsey Hall" and the 
Dorsey, Clark and Maisel families. 

Architecturally, this shingled building is noteworthy as an example 
of the Queen Anne Style which featured varied window and roof treatment. 
Such treatment is found on the east facade which features a central gab
led roof oriole window with diamond shaped lights, on the south facade, 
with a one story high, pent roofed, bay window holding a heavily mullioned 
tripartite casement window and north and south shed roofed bay windows. 
Although the latter gave a kind of symmetry to these elevations, it is 
offset by the south facade's bay window previously mentioned, and on the 
north by what was once a one story high open porch in the northeast cor
ner of the building. Although Tirnberlea is not able to compare with the 
complex stylistic detail seen in the Senator Gorman's Queen Anne Style 
house, it features a happy blending of those components on a simpler, 
more restrained scale. The enclosure of the first floor open porch to 
create a new dining room and the addition of a hipped roof open porch 
running along the east elevation gives more regularity than at first 
existed on this facade. The building is thus a good example of how 
buildings were altered to accommodate the needs of the household in 
residence. This alteration offers more regularity to the buildinq than 
formerly but does not destroy its initial integrity. One of Howard 
County's fine Queen Anne Style buildings, it is important for preser
vation, and has just recently been acquired by Howard Research and Dev
elopment for the development of its surrounding acreage. The building, 
however, will be retained. 

Timberlea is important to Howard County for its stands on what was 
once a part of Dorsey Hall, the home farm of the late Caleb Dorsey of 
Caleb. By May 3, 1881, Dorsey Hall was conveyed to Reuben Dorsey Rogers 
by Achsah R. Dorsey et al (43-141). 

In 1906, Reuben Dorsey Rogers conveyed this piece of Dorsey Hall to 
his daughter, Eugenia Rogers Smith "together with the buildings erected, 
made or being" (84-175) who made her home here. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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From 1912-1914, Mr. and Mrs. John Clark rented the house while 
their new home was being constructed. They moved in time to have their 
first son, John Clark, in their new home. 

On July 9, 1952, Robert L. and Martha B. Maisel bought the house 
and have lived their until the present (233-543), when it is in the pro
cess of being turned over to Howard Research and Development. 

Timberlea is a well constructed, well-planned, well executed house 
in the Queen Anne Style, which should be preserved as one of Howard Coun
ty's fine buildings of historical, as well as architectural merit. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Interview with Mrs. R. L. Maisel, former owner of the house, 
June 21, 1979. Land Records of Howard County, Maryland 

Interview with Judge John Clark, son of former occupants of the 
house, July 11, 1979 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESS~Y 

lli]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 30 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 233 Folio 543 

Note: This area is to be subdivided. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Howard 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist 
ORGANIZATION OATE 

____ O_f_f_ic_e_o_f_P_l_a_nn_1_·n~g~&_Z_o_n_i_n=g-_C_o_m~p_r_e_h_e_n_s_iv_e~P_l~a~n~n~i~n_g_S~e=c~t~i~o~n--=--~~, ~ 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3450 Cou~t House Drive 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ellicott City Maryl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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